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Qatran Tabriz and the cultivating of Iranian Identity in Azerbaijan
Mahmood Fotoohi Rudmajani
Abstract
This essay investigates the conceptualization of Iran within the mindset of
Qatran Tabrizi. The inquiry into this perspective of a 5"-century AH
Persian poet is significant due to his early role in promoting the idea of
Iran within the Azerbaijan courts. Drawing upon Qatran's work, this article
seeks to identify and delineate a semiotic schema of the concept of Iran.
This schema comprises six primary constructs: land, chronology, festivals,
myths, the Kiani ritual, and the Persian language. Each of these constructs
constitutes a distinct corpus of signs and symbols of solely Iranian
origin.The schema of Iran evident in Qatran's Divan aligns with the Iran-
shahr schema of the Sasanian period, as he explicitly stated its basis in the
Sasanian kingdom. This schema structured the understanding of Iranian
culture, power, politics, and society among Qatran and his contemporaries.

Keywords: Iran, Qatran Tabrizi, Persian coutr poetry, semiotic schema,
cultural identity





